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France and England, and led to new secret understandings
between them.
Billow's Morocco policy seemed to have resulted in a
brilliant diplomatic victory. The Kaiser, who had had no
great share personally in bringing it about nor even full
knowledge of its progress, accepted it with pleasure. He
signalized it, not very tactfully as the French felt, by raising
Billow to the rank of Prince the clay after Delcasse's fall,
and by bestowing a decoration upon Betzold, the secret go-
between in the unofficial negotiations between Rouvier and
Badolin. Billow had asked that Betzold be given the Order
of the Red Eagle, "Third Class11; the Kaiser ordered it raised
to "Second Class/' "because he saved us from war."151
Blissfully oblivious of the psychological effect such a
diplomatic humiliation as Delcasse's fall was bound to have
on a proud people like the French, to say nothing of the
impropriety of meddling in the internal politics of a Great
Power, the Kaiser seems sincerely to have regarded Del-
casse's departure from the French Foreign Office as really
opening the way, not only for better relations with France,
but. even for a new era in the system of alliances. The
French, he believed, had given evidence- that they were no
longer minded to pursue the revanche policy which Del-
casse had personified. "France," he wrote to Billow from
Bjorko, "refused to take up our challenge/' And the Tsar
had agreed that it was "quite clear that the Alsace-Lorraine
question is closed once for all, thank God." 15S It opened
the way, ho hoped, for the success of his Bjorko effort for
a defensive alliance with Russia, in which France would
be included as soon as the Russo-Japanese War was ended,
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